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desire to demonstrate is the fact that the
Government of the Crown in India, though
unitary in form, is essentially federal in prin-
ciple.
One great shortcoming of this semi-federal
system of government in India, however, is
that there is no independent judicial machinery
to adjudicate upon inter-statal rights and to
prevent the invasion by the central govern-
ment of the domain of state sovereignty. At
the present time all questions of this nature
are decided by the Government of India in
virtue of its claim of paramountcy. Since all
that is regarded by the states as an encroach-
ment on their rights is done in the name of
paramountcy the need for competent judicial
machinery is insistent, and its creation in-
separable alike from justice and the content-
ment of the states. The states have been
asking for a Supreme Court, and the history
of the relations between the states and the
Government of India during the last seventy
years is a conclusive argument in favour of
their demand.
The following official statements, which were
didted by the protests of the states, will make
tbe point clear: